Bennington Board of Selectmen
Monday — September 22, 2025
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes— 6:00 pm
Selectboard: Chairman, James Cleary, Tony Parisi, Travis McClure
Public: Melissa Clark

Chairman Cleary called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. All in favor

Appointments

6:00 PM — Resident, Jeannine Ouellette — Ms. Ouellette was before the Selectmen
for some clarification regarding the meeting when State Representative, Riche
Colcombe met with Selectmen. Ms. Ouellette has tried to connect with State
Representatives Riche Colcombe & Jim Creighton, she has spoken with
Representative Creighton but not yet Representative Colcombe.

Ms. Ouellette stated she isn’t clear what the plan is for the funding for the school and
asked for clarification. She indicated she has been to every meeting at ConVal and
there doesn’t appear to be a clear distribution or understanding for the public what
to expect as far as any relief. Selectman McClure explained his understanding of
Representative Colcombe’s explanation of ConVal’s disbursements of funds.

Ms. Quellette had provided information from NH Fair Funding Project and asked if the
Selectmen could at least review it. She went on to discuss her thoughts for possible
tax relief as to how to fund education at a constitutionally correct manner. Not that
the State will do that. It is still unknown. Discussion followed regarding Interest &
Dividends and Capital Gains being reduced to help only the 2% of the highest property
values. This helps the property rich communities but hurts the property poor
communities (like Bennington).

Discussion continued. Selectmen thanked Ms. Ouellette for coming to the meeting
and discussing this important matter, all are concerned. Selectmen did receive the
power point presentation from NH Fair Funding Project and will review it.

Chief Horne - Though Chief Horne did not have an appointment, he did stop in and
briefly updated Selectmen as to how things are going in the police department. He
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did let the Board know he is at class all week. The class will allow him, with approval
from the academy counsel, the ability to train part-time officers to become

accredited. This is a week long class.

Boom Mower — Selectmen reviewed a proposal from Road Agent, DJ Wing for a John
Deer Boom Mower. There are funds in the Heavy Equipment CRF, this piece of
equipment will be very beneficial to the Town. Rather than renting the piece of
equipment, we will have our own to use. Selectmen discussed the contract. Motion
by Chairman Cleary to authorize the purchase of a John Deer Boom Mower, to be paid
for through Heavy Equipment CRF. Seconded by Selectmen Parisi & McClure. Allin

favor. 3-0

Minutes: September 8, 2025 Minutes were accepted as written.

Financial: A/P & Payroll Manifests were approved

Signatures:
e MS-1
e 2025 Municipal Assessment Data Sheet
e Rental Agreement — Bday Party (Gymnasium), Girls Scouts (VFW)
e Elderly deferral
e Treasurer delegation of duties form
e Budget Committee Appointment — Melissa Clark, Jon Charlonne, John Baybutt,
Judy Heddy, John Plourde
e P&S—-Boom Mower

Other:

e Hand Rail Quotes — Chairman Cleary has spoken to Zack, they will get together
and get a price shortly.

e Electric Quotes — Selectman McClure discussed his having spoken with
Eversource, they will set a pole 300’ for us at no charge. There will be electricity
to the band stand. Selectmen would like a light on the pole as well. Selectmen
will seek out additional prices for the hookup of the electrical to the stage.

e Arborviteas — Chairman Cleary will look into the best place to get these and the
expense will be incorporated into the 2026 budget.
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¢ Light bulbs —the bulbs outside the building were discussed.

e ADU Law = Selectmen reviewed HB 577 that recently was signed by Governor
Ayotte. This allows municipalities to adopt a zoning ordinance allowing
accessory dwelling units in all zoning districts. One accessory dwelling unit,
attached or detached, shall be allowed as a matter of right. Planning Board
Chair, Melissa Clark was also provided this and the Planning Board will be
putting a warrant article on the 2026 warrant.

e Financial Impact on the Community Meeting — Thursday, September 25, 2025
at 7:00 pm at the ConVal SAU. Selectmen will try to get to the meeting.

With nothing further Chairman Cleary adjourned the meeting at 6:53 pm. Seconded
by Selectmen Parisi & McClure. 3-0 affirmative.

The next Selectmen’s Meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 5, 2025 at 6:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
o < ]

Debra Davidson, Town Adminsitrator
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