Bennington Board of Selectmen
Monday — August 25, 2025
Selectmen’s Minutes — 6:00 pm

Selectboard: Tony Parisi, Travis McClure

Absent: Chairman, James Cleary

Public:
6:00 pm Selectman Parisi called the meeting to order, 2" by Selectman McClure

Appointments: 6:15 — Melissa Clark — appointment cancelled

6:30 — Dennis McKenney — appointment cancelled

6:10 — Riche Colcombe - Riche stopped in and provided information regarding the recent
ConVal court decision. The courts made decisions that are legislative decisions regarding a
dollar amount for adequate education costs.

Riche spoke to Article 83 of the New Hampshire State Constitution, commenting that it has
been interpreted by the State's Supreme Court as imposing a duty on the State to provide a
constitutionally adequate education to every child and to guarantee adequate funding. This
says nothing that the State must fund education. The NH State Constitution was discussed,
as well as what is/isn’t defined within the Constitution. Local authority was discussed. In
1968 the authority was changed and there was no definition after making an amendment.

Discussion of costs per student and extra educational needs were discussed. HB-651 has
a subcommittee and they are working through the fall on a plan to fund schools. How to
fund the Special Extras once paid with catastrophic aid. The special sub-committees are
working on and anticipate having, a bill ready by November, to be voted on in January.

Selectman McClure asked Ms. Colcombe why are taxes and increasing so much and where
did the money from the State go? Specifically, where is the State money being applied at
ConVal.

Riche explained her understanding of the expenses, surplus, income and more. She
suggested reviewing the MS-25, submitted to the DRA by ConVal. The Town Administrator
will get a copy for Selectmen’s review.

Education Freedom Account (EFA) was discussed, Riche further explained how this funding
works. This fund was further discussed.

Bennington has 187 students; tuition cost is $8,605.00 — expenses for Bennington tax payers
is significantly more.
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Selectmen discussed grants with Riche, specifically grants that could benefit the recreation
commission and a new playground. Riche mentioned consideration of grants before
applying is very important. She recommended a private foundation that could be beneficial,
and further recommended the cautious approach to consider before applying for Federal

Grants

Selectmen thanked Riche for the information she provided. It was very helpful.

Minutes: August 11, 2025 Minutes were accepted as written.

Financial: A/P & Payroll Manifests were reviewed and authorized

Signatures: Building permit — Map 24 Lot 14 New Home

Other:

Hand Rail Quotes — Tabled

Town Sign — Town Administrator discussed one of the town signs was damaged in
an MVA, the town was never reimbursed the funds for the sign. Discussion followed
as to whether the sign should be replaced. The cost is between $300.00 - $500.00.

Motion: Motion by Selectman Parisi to authorize the replacement of the town sign as
soon as possible with the estimated cost being between $300.00 - $500.00.
Seconded by Selectman McClure. No further discussion. Motion passed

affirmatively 2-0.

Gardens — Selectmen discussed the gardens around town and the state of disarray
they are in. Discussion followed.

Motion: Motion by Selectman Parisi to have the town garden/beds be maintained by
the Road Agent and his crew when they have time. Discussion regarding the gardens,
located at the Fire Station, 31 & South Bennington Road, the Library, and in front of
Bennington Garage all need to be weeded, cut back, natural mulch put in place and
the beds need to be cleaned up. Seconded by Selectman McClure. Motion passed
2-0. Town Administrator will talk to the Road Agent about this, though it will not be
the priority for the Highway Crew, it will need to be addressed.

Stage Quotes — Selectmen reviewed one quote for the electrical work needed at
Sawyer Park for the stage. No decision was made at this time. Selectmen would like
to get a couple more quotes. Selectmen would also like the highway crew to urethane
the stage with 2-3 coats as soon as possible. Town Administrator will discuss this

with the highway crew.
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Drainage — Selectmen discussed the culvert at Sawyer Park needs to be replaced
before snow fall. Town Administrator was instructed to discuss this with the Road

Agent.

Thank you — Selectmen reviewed a thank you note from the Library, to the highway
crew for doing an exceptional job trimming the maple trees and other work that has
been addressed. The original is in the Road Agent’s mail box.

DRA TIR 2025-003 — with regards to a Statutory Change to property tax credits for
veterans, Town Administrator discussed possibly adjusting service connected tax
credits for veterans so they don'’t lose their optional credit. This would need to be a
warrant article to allow voters the opportunity to vote on it. Selectmen will put this on
the warrant in March 2026 to be voted on.

Map 7 Lot 37-1 — Tabled until the next meeting

Budgets — Tabled

With nothing further, Selectman Parisi adjourned the meeting at 7:43 pm. The next
Selectmen’s Meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 8, 2025 at 6:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted, |
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Debra Davidson, Town Administrator.
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