Bennington Board of Selectmen
Monday - July 28, 2025
Selectmen’s Minutes — 6:05 pm

Selectboard: Chairman, James Cleary, Tony Parisi, Travis McClure

Others: Town Administrator, Debra Davidson; Road Agent, Douglas Wing, Jr.,,
Resident/ZBA Chairman, Melissa Clark

Chairman Cleary opened the meeting at 6:05 pm.

Appointments:

6:10 - Fire Chief, Zack Andersen — Chief Andersen stopped in quickly to let Selectmen
know, Hillsborough Fire Department of West Virginia will be in Bennington on
Saturday to take possession of the old Fire Truck. They offered $40,000.00 and the
price was accepted. Selectmen thanked Chief Andersen for the update.

6:15 —~ Road Agent, DJ Wing — DJ came before the Board to discuss hiring Jon Mullahy
to work full time with the Highway Department and let Cody Reed pick up the
additional hours at the Transfer Station. DJ has looked closely at his budget and he
can make the payroll for Cody utilizing some of the Highway funds. DJ stated that Cody
would be an asset to the Town, being able to work in the winter months to help with
shoveling, plowing and more. He is able to operate the heavy equipment and is a very
enthusiastic worker. Having a third man will make the work more efficient, providing
the ability to work on culverts, do additional maintenance on vehicles, work needed
at Sawyer field can be completed, fixing the sidewalk by the library and taking care of
the branches hitting the library roof are a few of the projects that will be able to be
completed with the third man. Discussion followed.

Motion - Motion by Chairman Cleary to authorize DJ the ability to use Jon as a full-
time employee with the Highway Department and further allow Cody Reed the ability
to work additional hours at the Transfer Station for the remainder of the year and to
see how this transition works out. Seconded by Selectmen McClure & Parisi. Motion

passed 3-0
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6:20 — Melissa Clark, Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning Board Chair- Melissa
reported she has taken a ZBA/PB back to basics, noting she learned that we need
separate written decisions, minutes can no longer be used as the decisions. She
further stated she has spoken with Town Counsel and he highly recommended she
not take the minutes and run the meeting. Melissa is holding a meeting next week to
let the other members know of the requirements and see if anyone would be willing
to take minutes. Selectmen thanked Melissa for the update.

6:30—RSA 91A:3 I (b) — Motion by Chairman Cleary to enter into a non-public session
for the purpose of hiring a new employee. Seconded by Selectmen Parisi & McClure.
Motion passed 3-0

7:30 — Motion by Chairman Cleary to enter out of the non-public session. Seconded
by Selectmen Parisi & McClure. Motion passed 3-0

Decision: Motion by Chairman Cleary to offer the position of Police Chief to Tom
Horne with an hourly wage of $45.00/hour and a $6,036.00 insurance stipend.
Seconded by Selectmen Parisi & McClure. Motion passed 3-0. Chairman Cleary will
contact Tom Horne and offer the position to him.

7:30 — State Representative - Riche Colombe - Ms. Colombe did not show up.

Minutes:  July 14, 2025 Minutes for Selectmen’s Meeting and the Public Hearing
were accepted as written,

Financial: A/P & Payroll Manifests were signed

Other:
e Hand Rail Quotes — Zack Boyd will be getting a price to the Town

» Sawyer Field Stage Update — After discussion, one bidder does not have the
time to do the work. The other bid was quoted at $15,264.26. Letters to all who
bid the project will be mailed.
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Motion - Chairman Cleary motioned to award the updates to the Stage to
Stephen Frosche. His bid was $12,644.15. Seconded by Selectmen Parisi &
McClure. Motion passed 3-0. Insurance has funds for this project and will
release them once the project is complete.

¢ Discuss Community Power Bid — Selectmen reviewed and discussed the prices
presented by Standard Power. Standard Power Representative, Ryan Polson
recommends the Direct Energy Basic Rate for 36 months.

Motion - Chairman Cleary motioned to accept the Direct Energy basic rate for
36 months. The rate is 0.1159, with no renewables. Seconded by Selectmen
Parisi & McClure. Motion passed 3-0.

With nothing further, the Selectmen’s Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. The next
Selectmen’s Meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 11, 2025 at 6:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Dl I enchoos

Debra Davidson, Town Administrator
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