Bennington Board of Selectmen
Monday, June 30, 2025
Selectmen’s Minutes — 6:00 pm

Selectboard: Chairman, James Cleary, Tony Parisi, Travis McClure

Public: Melissa Clark

Appointments:

6:15 — Molly Eppig — Molly was before the Selectmen to provide a Rhubarb Festival

update.

Pies - Some good pies were submitted into the pie contest. Molly thanked
Selectmen for being judges and supporting the festival.

Layout — A new layout for 2026 is in the works.

Parking — The parking worked out nicely with the additional space, Selectman
Parisi was thanked for his insight and help with the parking.

Additions — There are additions to the event that the committee has discussed.
Possible beer tent, pig roast these and other additions will be considered for
2026.

Town Appropriation — The event was a success. The $1,500.00 appropriation
was discussed. The Rhubarb Committee has asked for the $1,500.00
appropriation to be donated to the Rhubarb Festival. Chairman Cleary
discussed, those funds originally included mUsic, which did not happen this
year. Selectmen all stated they support this event, however they are not
comfortable using tax dollars as a “donation” to the event. If receipts can be
provided, the Selectmen are supportive of matching those receipted expenses.
Selectmen directed the Town Administrator to reach out to town counsel and
the auditors for their directives for this, and future payments to the festival.

Minutes: June 16, 2025 Minutes were accepted as written.

Financial: A/P & Payroll Manifests were signed.
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Signhatures:

Exemptions - Eileen West — Solar Exemption; Kevin Ricupero - Solar Exemption
Abatements — Curtis Family Homestead, Peterson, Cashion, Duffy, Schnare,
Community Resources for Justice, McGuire, Woodward,

Other:

Update on Sawyer Field — Parking spaces and electric upgrades were discussed.
We have received two quotes for the work on the stage. One more quote will
be acquired. At which time, Selectmen will review all three quotes and award
the project. The electricity will be quoted separately.

Chairman Cleary stated the Town needs to get some form of quick growing
evergreen, maybe arborvitae, to plant on the side banking near the driveway
adjacent to the park. Selectman Parisi stated he would like to see the banking
cleaned up a little. Selectmen further discussed the playground and future

improvements for the playground.

Selectman Parisi did comment that donuts continue to be a problem at the new
parking area, police are taking notice and if caught, the person will be

prosecuted.

Marie Plummer property — Ms. Plummer came to the office and asked if the
planter between her house and the fire station could be removed. She alleged
in the past she received a $500.00 tax credit for this planter encroaching on her
property. There are no records to be found of this credit. Chairman Cleary has
no recollection, the DRA stated it is not legal to provide such a tax credit. There
being no evidence, there is no credit that will be provided. Ms. Plummer stated
if she doesn’t receive the credit in the future, she wants the planter removed.
Selectmen discussed this, a letter will be sent indicating if she wants the planter

removed, she is welcome to remove it.

Ramp & Railing —
Railing - John Kendall has provided a price for the railing, it will be
stainless steel and the price will be $3,100.00 installed. John reported
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the railing will last at least 100 years. American Steel will be asked for

a price before a final decision is made.

Wheelchair Ramp — A quote from Accessible Living, LLC was received for
a ramp at the front of the Town Hall. The price was quoted for a
residential style ramp, 36” wide between handrails was $8,395.50.
Discussion followed. At this time, Selectmen decided to remain
with the access through town offices. The quote will\ be tabled for

the time being.

Tri Town — Stantec recently had Second Wind do the required testing on the
wells that are regularly tested, this testing is because of the landfill closure. It
was discovered there are high levels of manganese at the 112 N. Bennington
Rd. residence, Map 22 Lot 13. Stantec has recommended installation of a
treatment system vs. the three towns providing bottled water for this
residence. The cost of the installation of the treatment system is $6,021.00.
This cost will be paid via Antrim, Francestown and Bennington. Discussion
followed. Selectmen McClure and Chairman Cleary motioned to accept this
system install. Selectman Parisi recused himself from the vote. Motion passed

2-0 with 1 recusal.

DRA — Selectmen received a letter from the Municipal Account Auditor,
Katherine de Oliveira who cited a finding that she will not accept the Budget
(MS-636) as was posted, the DRA is requiring, in accordance with RSA 31:5-b,
the Selectboard hold a procedural defect meeting to correct this finding. The
Town Administrator has been in touch with the Moderator and Town Clerk.
Once a date is set, the Supervisors of Checklist will be notified. Selectmen
discussed this matter further. The process will be taken care of asap. DRA will

be notified tomorrow of our intentions.

Jake Brake update — A letter will be sent to the resident who had concerns
regarding Jake Brake usage on Route 31. After speaking with the State of NH
DOT, neither the DOT or the Attorney General will allow any signage to deter
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the use of any Jake Brake. A Jake Brake is considered a significant safety feature

of trucks and a necessity for stopping large trucks.

Antrim Recreation — Cassie Anderson has asked about using Sawyer Field next
year for GBS girl softball practice. Selectmen discussed this and are
unanimously supportive, there are Bennington girls who play softball. The
schedule and time will need to be worked out. Town Administrator will let Ms.

Anderson know of this decision.

Selectmen’s Advisory & Withdrawl Committee’s — Michael Hoyte reached out
to the Town Administrator asking about Selectmen attending the meetings.
Selectmen will attend the meetings with adequate notice and if their scheduled

will allow.

With nothing further, Chairman Cleary motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 pm.
Seconded by Selectmen Parisi & McClure. Motion passed.

The next Selectmen’s Meeting will be Monday July 14, 2025 at 6:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
MHG., @qubM\»

Debra Davidson, Town Administrator

Board of Selectmen Minutes
June 30, 2025

Page | 4



